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Welcome to the Cathedral for this celebration of the birth of Jesus. 

There will be an activity for children during the service. 
 

Introit  Make we joy now in this fest, William Walton 
 

Make we joy now in this fest in quo Christus natus est [in which Christ is born]. Eya. 
A Patre Unigenitus [The Only-begotten of the Father]  

is through a maiden come to us.  
Sing we of him and say: ‘Welcome,  

Veni, Redemptor gentium’ [come, Redeemer of the nations]. 
Agnoscat omne seculum [let every age percieve],  

a bright star made three kings to come him  
for to seek with their presents,  

Verbum supernum prodiens [the high Word coming forth]. 
A solis ortus cardine [From the rising of the sun]  

so mighty a Lord was none as he,  
and to our kind he hath him knit,  

Adam parens quod polluit [which our father Adam defiled].  
Maria ventre concepit [Mary conceived in her womb],  
the Holy Ghost was aye here with.  
Of her in Bethlehem born he is,  
consors Paterni luminis [sharing in the light of his Father]. 
O lux beata Trinitas [O light of the Holy Trinity],  
he lay between an ox and ass,  
beside his mother - maiden free:  
Gloria tibi, Domine [Glory to you, O Lord]! 

 

Please stand, as you are able, when the bell rings.   
 

Entrance Hymn 
 

                     1 
Hark! the herald-angels sing 
glory to the new-born King, 
peace on earth and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled. 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with the angelic host proclaim, 

‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.’ R. 

                          2 
Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, 

offspring of a Virgin’s womb! 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 
Hail, the incarnate Deity, 
pleased as God with us to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. R. 

Refrain. Hark, the herald-angels sing glory to the new-born King. 
                                                

                                                   3 
Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 

born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. R.  

Text: C Wesley et al (adapt. v. 2 and 3)  
 

                       Tune: Mendelssohn, AM 66  
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The Gathering     
 

Dean Kia tau ki a koutou, te atawhai me te rangimārie o te Atua.  
 Grace and peace to you from God.  

All God fill you with truth and joy. 

Dean Ko te rā tēnei i hanga e Ihowā.  
 This is the day which the Lord has made. 

All Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

Liturgist Almighty God, 
All to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hidden; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, so that we may truly love you and 
worthily praise your holy name; through our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

Please sit. 

The Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 

The Dean moves to the Advent Wreath. 

Dean The wait is over and the dreaming has given birth to a new reality. The source 
of our healing has come near, God’s promise has been fulfilled. The Advent 
candles of hope, peace, joy and love are all lit, a circle of light reminding us of 
God’s eternal presence. Now we light the Christ candle, remembering that 

Jesus is in our midst, today and always.  
 

 Dean lights the Christ candle. 
 

All Glorious God, you have come to us in Jesus. We celebrate that he lived as 
one of us, knew our joys and sorrows, our pains, hopes and dreams. As he 

came to show your love to us, so may we show your love to others 
throughout the year. Amen. 

 

The Confession  
 

Liturgist God has promised forgiveness to all who truly repent, 
turn to Christ in faith and are themselves forgiving. 
In silence we call to mind our sins. 

Silence 

Let us confess our sins. 
All Merciful God, 

we have sinned in what we have thought and said, 
in the wrong we have done 

and in the good we have not done. 
We have sinned in ignorance: 
we have sinned in weakness: 
we have sinned through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry. We repent and turn to you. 
Forgive us, for our Saviour Christ’s sake, 

and renew our lives to the glory of your name. Amen. 
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Kyrie is sung by the Choir and congregation. 
 

All: 
 
 
 

Choir: Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy. 

All:  
 
 
 

Choir:  Christ, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Christ, have mercy. 

All: 

 

 
 

The Absolution  
     

Dean Through the cross of Christ, 
God have mercy on you,  
 pardon you and set you free. 
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. 
God strengthen you in all goodness 

and keep you in life eternal.  
All Amen. 
 

Please stand. 
 

Gloria is sung by the Choir and congregation. 
 

 
 

Choir: Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
 we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
All: Refrain. 
 

 
Choir: Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  
 you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us:  
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
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All: Refrain. 
 

Choir: For you alone are the Holy One: you alone are the Lord:  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father. 

All: Final Refrain. 

 

 
 

Collect  
 

Dean Let us pray. 
 Silence 

 Holy God, Word made flesh, present from the beginning of time, revealed as 
light to a people lost in darkness; shine that light before us as a symbol of 
hope, that we might reflect that light in a world struggling to overcome the 
darkness. For you are alive and reign with the Father, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

All Amen. 
Please sit. 
 

First Reading Isaiah 52:7-10 
 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Responsorial Psalm   Psalm 96 
 

Choir   Today a Saviour has been born to us, he is Christ the Lord. 
 

All sing the response R: 
 

 
 
 
 
Choir O sing a new song to the Lord, sing to the Lord all the earth,  

O sing to the Lord bless his name. R. 
 

Proclaim his help day by day, tell among the nations his glory and his wonders 
among all the peoples. R. 
 

Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad,  
let the sea and all within it thunder praise,  
let the land and all it bears rejoice,  

all the trees of the world shout for joy  
at the presence of the Lord for he comes,  
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he comes to rule the earth. R. 

 
   

With justice he will rule the world,  

he will judge the peoples with his truth. R. 
 

Second Reading  Hebrews 1:1-4 
 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand. 
 

Gradual Hymn 
 

                     1 
O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see you lie! 
Above your deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by. 
Yet in your dark streets shining 

is everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight. 

                      3 
How silently, how silently, 
the wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of his heav’n. 
No ear may hear Christ’s coming; 

but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him,  
still the dear Christ enters in. 

                    2 
O morning stars together 
proclaim the holy birth, 

and praises sing to God the king, 
and peace to those on earth. 
For Christ is born of Mary; 
And, gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 

their watch of wondering love. 

                      4 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
descend to us we pray; 

cast out our sin, and enter in, 
be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels, 
the great glad tidings tell: 
O come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Emmanuel. 

Text: P. Brooks (adapted) Tune: Forest Green, AM 79 
 

Please remain standing for the Gospel Acclamation and Procession. 
 

Choir  Today a Saviour has been born to us, he is Christ the Lord. R. 
 

    

  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia: I bring you news of great joy: R. 

Gospeller The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
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All:  
 
The Gospel John 1:1-14 
 

Gospeller This is the Gospel of Christ. 
 

All  
 

 
 
 
 

Sermon  The Right Reverend Ross Bay 
 

Following the Sermon, we pause to discern what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
 

The Affirmation of Faith 
 

Liturgist Let us stand and together affirm our faith. 
 

All We believe in one God  
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 

 he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
 and became fully human. 
  

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge 
 the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who in unity with the Father and the Son 
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 is worshipped and glorified,  

 and has spoken through the prophets. 
 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism  
 for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Dean Let us pray for the church and the world  
 giving thanks for God’s goodness. 
Please sit. 
 

To the bidding:  Loving God, hear us,  
all respond:  Emmanuel, God with us, hear our prayer. 
 

The Prayers conclude with the following Collect prayed by all. 

Mighty God and Prince of peace, our hearts are filled with joy and 
confidence as we make our prayers to you on this special day, for you are 
Lord for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Peace  
Please stand.  
     

Dean The peace of Christ be always with you. 

All And also with you. 
 

Please turn and acknowledge those around you by offering a greeting of Peace in safe and appropriate 
way. 
 

Dean E te whānau, we are the body of Christ. 

All By one Spirit we were baptised into one body. 

Dean Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
All Amen. We are bound by the love of Christ. 
 

 
Offertory Hymn 
 

                  1 

O come, all ye faithful, 
joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye  
to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him 
born the King of Angels: 

O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord! 

                2 

God of God, 
light of Light, 
lo! he abhors not  
the Virgin’s womb; 
very God,  
begotten, not created: 

O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord!  
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                3 
See how the shepherds, 
summoned to his cradle, 
leaving their flocks, draw nigh  
with lowly fear; 

we too will thither  
bend our joyful footsteps:  
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord!  
                           

                4 (choir only) 
Koutou Anahera,   

rehua mai he rangi,  
ti-ino hari ake  
koutou katoa.   
Hamama te reo   
mona i runga nei:  
tino whakapaingia ia -  

t' Ariki.  
 

Text: tr. F Oakley et al. 

                   5 
Lo! Star-led chiftains, 
Magi, Christ adoring, 
offer him incense, 
gold and myrrh; 

we to the Christ child 
bring our heart’s oblations: 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord!  
 

                   6 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee,  

born this happy morning; 
Jesu, to thee be  
glory given;  
Word of the Father,  
now in flesh appearing: 
O come, let us adore him,  

Christ the Lord! 
 

                      Tune: Adeste fideles, AM 78 
 

The Preparation of the Gifts  
 

Dean Blessed are you, God of all creation, 
 through your goodness we have these gifts to share. 
 Accept and use our offerings for your glory 

 and for the service of your kingdom. 
All  Blessed be God for ever. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

It is our custom to stand throughout the following prayer, as you are able.  
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It is right indeed, everliving God,  
to give you thanks and praise through Christ your only Son. 
You are the source of all life and goodness;  
through your eternal Word  

you have created all things from the beginning. 
 

When we sinned and turned away  
you called us back to yourself  
and gave your Son to share our human nature.  
In him the light which shines for all 
has come into the world, 

and he has become one with us 
that we may become one with you. 
 

In him you have made us a holy people  
by sending upon us your holy and lifegiving Spirit. 
 

Therefore with the faithful who rest in him,  
with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven,  

we proclaim your great and glorious name,  
forever praising you and singing: 
 

Sanctus and Benedictus are sung by the Choir and congregation. 

All: 

 
 
Choir: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, 

All: 

 

 
 
Choir: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
All: 
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All glory and thanksgiving to you, holy Father;  
on the night before he died  
your Son, Jesus Christ, took bread;  

when he had given you thanks,  
he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said:  
Take, eat, this is my body  
which is given for you; do this to remember me. 
 

After supper he took the cup;  
when he had given you thanks, he gave it to them and said:  

Drink this, all of you,  
for this is my blood of the new covenant  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins;  
do this as often as you drink it, to remember me. 
 

Therefore loving God,  
recalling your great goodness to us in Christ,  

his suffering and death, his resurrection and ascension,  
and looking for his coming in glory,  
we celebrate our redemption with this bread of life  

and this cup of salvation. 

With thanksgiving and hope we sing: 

 
 

Accept our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving 
which we offer through Christ our great high priest. 
 

Send your Holy Spirit  
that these gifts of bread and wine which we receive  

may be to us the body and blood of Christ,  
and that we, filled with the Spirit’s grace and power,  
may be renewed for the service of your kingdom. 
United in Christ with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,  
we worship you, O God, in songs of everlasting praise. 
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Silence may be kept. 

 

The Communion 
 

Dean As Christ teaches us we pray:  
All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done,  
 on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Dean breaks the bread.  
 

Dean We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All We who are many are one body,  
 for we all share the one bread. 
 

The Invitation 
 

Dean Draw near and receive the body and blood of our Saviour  

 Jesus Christ in remembrance that he died for us.  
 Let us feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

Please sit. 
 

Agnus Dei is sung by the Choir and congregation. 
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All those who are baptised are welcome to receive the Holy Communion.  

For reasons of hygiene we encourage drinking from the chalice. Dipping the wafer in the wine (intincting) 
is not allowed.  

You are welcome to receive Communion in only one kind if you wish – the bread only. 

Please indicate to the administrant if you would prefer a gluten-free wafer.  

If you wish to receive a blessing only, please fold your arms across your chest.  

When young children come to Communion with their parents, their parents’ consent will be sought before 
they are offered Communion.  
 

The Choir will sing Christmas carols during the Communion. 
 

Prayer After Communion 

Please stand. 
 

Dean Son of Mary, Son of God, may we, for whom the heavens have opened to 
proclaim that God is with us, we who have fed on living bread and drunk the 
wine of heaven, go out to be instruments of your peace, day by day. 

All Father of all, the child born for us is the Saviour of the world. May he who 
made us your children welcome us into your kingdom, where he is alive and 
reigns with you now and for ever. Amen. 

Final Hymn 

1 
Good Christians all, rejoice  

with heart and soul and voice! 
Listen now to what we say, 
Jesus Christ is born today; 
ox and ass before him bow, 
and he is in the manger now! 
Christ is born today; 
Christ is born today! 

 

                          2 
Good Christians all, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice! 
Hear the news of endless bliss, 
Jesus Christ was born for this: 
he has opened heaven's door, 

and we are blest forevermore! 
Christ was born for this; 
Christ was born for this! 

                                 3 
Good Christians all, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice! 
Now ye need not fear the grave; 
Jesus Christ was born to save: 
come at his most gracious call 

to find salvation, one and all! 
Christ was born to save; 
Christ was born to save!  

Text: Latin, 14th century              Tune: In dulci jubilo, AM 65 
 

Blessing 
 

Bishop Christ, who by his incarnation, gathered into one all things earthly and 
heavenly, fill you with joy and peace; and the blessing of God almighty, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you always. 
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All Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Dismissal 
 

Liturgist  Grace be with you.  
All   Thanks be to God. 
 

Liturgist  Go in peace.  
All   Amen. We go in the name of Christ.  
 

Sortie  Toccata in F, Charles-Marie Widor 
played by Dr Philip Smith, Cathedral Organist 

 

   
 

Please stand while the Altar party leaves. 
You are warmly invited to remain for the Sortie and beyond, to pray and reflect. 

 
 

The Dean, Cathedral clergy, Staff and Council of Holy Trinity Cathedral wish you and your 
families a blessed Christmas. 

If you are visiting, please make yourself known to one of the clergy and please carry our 
greetings to your own church when you return. 

If you are new to the Cathedral and would like to know more about our programmes, please 

complete one of the blue forms at the back of the Cathedral. 
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