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St Matthias the Apostle

Matthias was chosen by lot to fill Judas’ place among the twelve apostles. According 
to Luke’s understanding of apostleship, there had to be twelve true apostles, for they 
were to be the judges of the twelve tribes of Israel. They had to have been with Jesus 
throughout his ministry, and they were now to be witnesses of the resurrection. Having 
been chosen by lot, Mat-thias was, in effect, chosen by God to make up the Twelve. We 
know nothing else about him. 

Sentence
You have not chosen me, I have chosen you, says the Lord. Go and bear fruit that will 
last.                    John 15:16 

Collect
Almighty God,
your faithful apostle Matthias
was chosen in place of Judas;
grant that your Church may be saved from false teachers
and guided by faithful and true pastors,
to the glory of your holy name;
we ask this through your Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen.

Psalm  Psalm 80
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,
   you who lead Joseph like a flock!
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth
   before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh.
Stir up your might,
   and come to save us!
Restore us, O God;
   let your face shine, that we may be saved.
O Lord God of hosts,
   how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers?
You have fed them with the bread of tears,
   and given them tears to drink in full measure.
You make us the scorn of our neighbours;



   our enemies laugh among themselves.
Restore us, O God of hosts;
   let your face shine, that we may be saved.
You brought a vine out of Egypt;
   you drove out the nations and planted it.
You cleared the ground for it;
   it took deep root and filled the land.
The mountains were covered with its shade,
   the mighty cedars with its branches;
it sent out its branches to the sea,
   and its shoots to the River.
Why then have you broken down its walls,
   so that all who pass along the way pluck its fruit?
The boar from the forest ravages it,
   and all that move in the field feed on it.
Turn again, O God of hosts;
   look down from heaven, and see;
have regard for this vine,
   the stock that your right hand planted.
They have burned it with fire, they have cut it down;
   may they perish at the rebuke of your countenance.
But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,
   the one whom you made strong for yourself.
Then we will never turn back from you;
   give us life, and we will call on your name.
Restore us, O Lord God of hosts;
   let your face shine, that we may be saved.

Acts   Acts 1:15-26
In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about 
one hundred and twenty people) and said, ‘Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, 
which the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide 
for those who arrested Jesus— for he was numbered among us and was allotted his 
share in this ministry.’ (Now this man acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness; 
and falling headlong, he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. This 
became known to all the residents of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their 
language Hakeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) ‘For it is written in the book of Psalms,
“Let his homestead become desolate,
   and let there be no one to live in it”;
and
“Let another take his position of overseer.”
So one of the men who have accompanied us throughout the time that the Lord Jesus 
went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he 
was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.’ 
So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and 
Matthias. Then they prayed and said, ‘Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which 
one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this ministry and apostleship 
from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.’ And they cast lots for them, and 
the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles.



Gospel  John 15:9-17
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my 
love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that 
my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.
This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you 
do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant 
does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have 
made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose 
me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so 
that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these 
commands so that you may love one another.’ 


