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Samuel Marsden
Priest, Missionary

Samuel Marsden began the first Christian mission in New Zealand. He was born in 1765 
and became chaplain of the penal colony in New South Wales in 1794. There he met and 
wel-comed Maori visitors and conceived the idea of a mission to New Zealand. Having 
obtained the backing of the Church Missionary Society for his project, Marsden set 
up the first mission station in New Zealand under the protection of the Nga Puhi chief 
Ruatara in the Bay of Is-lands in 1814. Marsden returned to New Zealand on six further 
visits to oversee the mission. He died on 12 May 1838. 

Sentence
Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth, 
says the Lord.  Isaiah 45:22

Collect
Gracious and eternal God,
you called Samuel Marsden
to lead the first Christian mission in Aotearoa
grant that, following in his footsteps,
all peoples of this land continue to bring to this land
the good news of great joy
in Jesus Christ our Saviour, who is risen and lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God 
now and forever. Amen.

Psalm  Psalm 97
The Lord is king! Let the earth rejoice;
   let the many coastlands be glad!
Clouds and thick darkness are all around him;
   righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne.
Fire goes before him,
   and consumes his adversaries on every side.
His lightnings light up the world;
   the earth sees and trembles.
The mountains melt like wax before the Lord,
   before the Lord of all the earth.
The heavens proclaim his righteousness;
   and all the peoples behold his glory.



All worshippers of images are put to shame,
   those who make their boast in worthless idols;
   all gods bow down before him.
Zion hears and is glad,
   and the towns of Judah rejoice,
   because of your judgements, O God.
For you, O Lord, are most high over all the earth;
   you are exalted far above all gods.
The Lord loves those who hate evil;
   he guards the lives of his faithful;
   he rescues them from the hand of the wicked.
Light dawns for the righteous,
   and joy for the upright in heart.
Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous,
   and give thanks to his holy name!

Acts   Acts 14:19-end
But Jews came there from Antioch and Iconium and won over the crowds. Then they 
stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead. But when 
the disciples surrounded him, he got up and went into the city. The next day he went on 
with Barnabas to Derbe.
After they had proclaimed the good news to that city and had made many disciples, 
they returned to Lystra, then on to Iconium and Antioch. There they strengthened the 
souls of the disciples and encouraged them to continue in the faith, saying, ‘It is through 
many persecutions that we must enter the kingdom of God.’ And after they had 
appointed elders for them in each church, with prayer and fasting they entrusted them 
to the Lord in whom they had come to believe.
Then they passed through Pisidia and came to Pamphylia. When they had spoken the 
word in Perga, they went down to Attalia. From there they sailed back to Antioch, 
where they had been commended to the grace of God for the work that they had 
completed. When they arrived, they called the church together and related all that God 
had done with them, and how he had opened a door of faith for the Gentiles. And they 
stayed there with the disciples for some time.

Gospel  John 14:27-end
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not 
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them 
be afraid. You heard me say to you, “I am going away, and I am coming to you.” If you 
loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater 
than I. And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you 
may believe. I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. 
He has no power over me; but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world 
may know that I love the Father. Rise, let us be on our way.’ 


