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Ruatara
Ruatara, a chief of the Nga Puhi people, became friendly with Marsden in Australia. 
Ruatara made possible the voyage which culminated in the first official Christian service 
in New Zealand at Oihi Bay in the Bay of Islands on Christmas Day 1814. Ruatara hoped 
that the mis-sion would bring technological and other resources for the community to 
develop. Marsden hoped that Ruatara’s hospitality and protection would pave the way 
for the seeding of a Christian mission. Ruatara then is “Te Ara mo te Rongopai”, “The 
Gateway for the Gospel”.

Sentence
E mahara nga pito katoa o te whenua, a ka tahuri ki a Ihowa; ka koropiko ano nga hapu 
katoa o nga iwi ki tou aroaro.           Waiata 22:27

Let all the ends of the earth remember and turn to you, O Lord; and let all the families 
of the nations bow down before you.           Psalm 22:27

Collects
E te Kaihanga,  na tau pononga na Ruatara i para te huarahi 
i u mai ai te Rongopai a to matou Kaiwhakaora a Ihu Karaiti ki Aotearoa: e whakawhetai 
ana matou mo tenei taonga whakahirahira i whiwhi ai matou ki te oranga mutunga-kore 
i roto i to matou Ariki i a Ihu Karaiti. Amine.

Creator of all the peoples of the world, you chose Ruatara to prepare for and welcome 
the Christian missionaries to Aotearoa; may the gateway that he opened for the gospel
encourage us to look for every means by which your word may be proclaimed; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Psalm  Psalm 147:1-12
Praise the Lord!
How good it is to sing praises to our God;
   for he is gracious, and a song of praise is fitting.
The Lord builds up Jerusalem;
   he gathers the outcasts of Israel.
He heals the broken-hearted,
   and binds up their wounds.
He determines the number of the stars;
   he gives to all of them their names.
Great is our Lord, and abundant in power;
   his understanding is beyond measure.
The Lord lifts up the downtrodden;
   he casts the wicked to the ground.



Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving;
   make melody to our God on the lyre.
He covers the heavens with clouds,
   prepares rain for the earth,
   makes grass grow on the hills.
He gives to the animals their food,
   and to the young ravens when they cry.
His delight is not in the strength of the horse,
   nor his pleasure in the speed of a runner;
but the Lord takes pleasure in those who fear him,
   in those who hope in his steadfast love.
Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem!
   Praise your God, O Zion!

Acts   Acts 14:5-18
When an attempt was made by both Gentiles and Jews, with their rulers, to maltreat 
them and to stone them, the apostles learned of it and fled to Lystra and Derbe, cities 
of Lycaonia, and to the surrounding country; and there they continued proclaiming the 
good news.
In Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his feet and had never walked, 
for he had been crippled from birth. He listened to Paul as he was speaking. And Paul, 
looking at him intently and seeing that he had faith to be healed, said in a loud voice, 
‘Stand upright on your feet.’ And the man sprang up and began to walk. When the 
crowds saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian language, ‘The gods 
have come down to us in human form!’ Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they called 
Hermes, because he was the chief speaker. The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just 
outside the city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates; he and the crowds wanted 
to offer sacrifice. When the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their 
clothes and rushed out into the crowd, shouting, ‘Friends, why are you doing this? We 
are mortals just like you, and we bring you good news, that you should turn from these 
worthless things to the living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea 
and all that is in them. In past generations he allowed all the nations to follow their own 
ways; yet he has not left himself without a witness in doing good—giving you rains from 
heaven and fruitful seasons, and filling you with food and your hearts with joy.’ Even 
with these words, they scarcely restrained the crowds from offering sacrifice to them.

Gospel  John 14:21-26
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘They who have my commandments and keep them are 
those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love 
them and reveal myself to them.’ Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, ‘Lord, how is it that 
you will reveal yourself to us, and not to the world?’ Jesus answered him, ‘Those who 
love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and 
make our home with them. Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and 
the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me.
‘I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you 
of all that I have said to you.’ 


