
Welcome to my third virtual offering.
I would firstly like to introduce you to those in my ‘bubble.’  There are twelve of us as we have nine tutors from 
Dilworth School who are here from Ireland and England on a gap year.  You will have seen them taking part in our 
Good Friday Service at 3pm.
Over the last couple of weeks during the lockdown period I have tried to offer some words of encouragement and 
hope.  Hope that is grounded in the deep well spring of our Christian faith and belief in a resurrected Christ.  Not 
some shallow hope like ‘I hope today is going to be a nice day.’
The Christian faith teaches us that, as believers in Christ, we have a relationship with a loving God, a God that cares 
deeply for all creation and humanity, a God who never leaves us nor forsakes us, and a God whom we come to 
know through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus the Christ.
Last week I reflected on my Lenten journey with a God of surprises and wilderness.  Wilderness times in our lives 
are often times when we are brought to our knees, when all we can rely on is God, when our only hope (and 
often this is a faint hope in my experience) is in the bigger mystery of the Christian story, in the promises of the 
biblical texts and the life of Jesus, and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  These are times when we are blessed by our 
humility, as the first Beatitude reminds us, because these are the times when we are most open to God, most reliant 
on God, desperate to know that our belief in Jesus Christ is real.  To know that we are held in the gentle, loving, 
eternal embrace of God.
For others this time of wilderness might be a time of sanctuary and comfort.  A time to draw more closely to God in 
prayer, silence, peace, reflection and rest.  Soul time.
For me as I imagine for many of you, being apart this Easter time is really, really hard.  I am so missing being 
physically present with you all, my heart is often heavy as I hold you in my thoughts and prayers.
However, we must not forget that we are not the only ones who are feeling acutely apart from a major event in our 
religious calendars.  I want to remember and acknowledge our Jewish brothers and sisters who can’t be together 
for Passover and our Muslim sisters and brothers who can’t be together for Ramadan.
These wilderness times, in hindsight, are often the seasons in our lives when we are strengthened and transformed, 
changed forever, renewed and drawn deeper into our true selves.  And so as we approach this Easter journey, the 
Triduum, over the next days, may you find solace and strength as we make the journey with Jesus through the 
wilderness into new life.  May the promises of this season sustain you.

EASTER HOPE
FROM THE VERY REVEREND ANNE MILLS

BE SAFE. BE KIND.
STAY CONNECTED.

My reflection today is from Joyce Rupp’s book Out of the Ordinary called Tomb-watch.

There are also two websites you might be interested in visiting:
www.sacredspace.com offers a new meditation every day, which includes a ‘Prayer Guide’ with advice on 
how to be still in mind and body
www.pray-as-you-go.org offers a 12 minute Bible reading, reflection, prayer and music.

With every blessing, 
Dean Anne

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.holy-trinity.org.nz

STAYING 
CONNECTED: 


