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Saint John the Evangelist
The church’s tradition that the fourth evangelist was the apostle John cannot be 
conclusively disproved, but it is safer to deduce what we can about the evangelist from 
the Gospel itself. The “disciple whom Jesus loved” may have been a witness to certain 
events of the passion, but is presented as the ideal of oneness with Christ. The actual 
author of the Gospel seems to represent a Christian community whose Jewish ties have 
been severed; a community bound together by the reality of Jesus Christ, their whole 
life constituted and controlled by their believing in him.

Sentence 
The life was made visible, we have seen it, and bear our testimony; we here declare to 
you the eternal life which dwelt with the Father and was made visible to us.

1 John 1:2

Collect
God our Father,
we praise you for John, your evangelist,
whose gospel reveals the mystery of the Word made flesh;
grant that, enlightened by his teaching,
we may walk in the way of your truth,
and finally come to the light of eternal life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God now and for ever. Amen.

Readings

Psalm 117 
Praise the Lord, all you nations!
   Extol him, all you peoples!
For great is his steadfast love towards us,
   and the faithfulness of the Lord endures for ever.
Praise the Lord!



Exodus 33:7–11a 
Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside the camp, far off from the camp; he 
called it the tent of meeting. And everyone who sought the Lord would go out to the 
tent of meeting, which was outside the camp. Whenever Moses went out to the tent, all 
the people would rise and stand, each of them, at the entrance of their tents and watch 
Moses until he had gone into the tent. When Moses entered the tent, the pillar of cloud 
would descend and stand at the entrance of the tent, and the Lord would speak with 
Moses. When all the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance of the tent, 
all the people would rise and bow down, all of them, at the entrance of their tents. Thus 
the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend. Then he would 
return to the camp; but his young assistant, Joshua son of Nun, would not leave the 
tent.

1 John 1:1–5 
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have 
seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning 
the word of life— this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare 
to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us— we declare to 
you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and 
truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing 
these things so that our joy may be complete.
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and 
in him there is no darkness at all.

John 21:19b–25 
(Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this 
he said to him, ‘Follow me.’
Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them; he was the one 
who had reclined next to Jesus at the supper and had said, ‘Lord, who is it that is going 
to betray you?’ When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, ‘Lord, what about him?’ Jesus 
said to him, ‘If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? Follow me!’ 
So the rumour spread in the community that this disciple would not die. Yet Jesus did 
not say to him that he would not die, but, ‘If it is my will that he remain until I come, 
what is that to you?’
This is the disciple who is testifying to these things and has written them, and we know 
that his testimony is true. But there are also many other things that Jesus did; if every 
one of them were written down, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the 
books that would be written.


