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Sentence
You shall receive power, when Holy Spirit comes upon you;
and ye shall be my witness in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the ends of the earth.	 Acts 1:8

Collect
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery
established the new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all
who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ&#39;s Body
may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Acts 								        Acts 5:17-26
Then the high priest took action; he and all who were with him (that is,
the sect of the Sadducees), being filled with jealousy, arrested the
apostles and put them in the public prison. But during the night an angel
of the Lord opened the prison doors, brought them out, and said, ‘Go,
stand in the temple and tell the people the whole message about this
life.’ When they heard this, they entered the temple at daybreak and
went on with their teaching.
When the high priest and those with him arrived, they called together the
council and the whole body of the elders of Israel, and sent to the prison
to have them brought. But when the temple police went there, they did
not find them in the prison; so they returned and reported, ‘We found the
prison securely locked and the guards standing at the doors, but when
we opened them, we found no one inside.’ Now when the captain of the
temple and the chief priests heard these words, they were perplexed
about them, wondering what might be going on. Then someone arrived
and announced, ‘Look, the men whom you put in prison are standing in
the temple and teaching the people!’ Then the captain went with the
temple police and brought them, but without violence, for they were
afraid of being stoned by the people.



Gospel 	 John 3:16-21
Jesus said to Nicodemus, ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may
have eternal life.
‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be saved through him. Those who
believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are
condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the
only Son of God. And this is the judgement, that the light has come into
the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their
deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the
light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is
true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds
have been done in God.’Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus,
a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him, ‘Rabbi,
we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can
do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.’ Jesus
answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God
without being born from above.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can
anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time
into the mother’s womb and be born?’ Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell
you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water
and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit
is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, “You must be born from
above.” The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it,
but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit.’


